March, 2022 Volume XLVIII, No. 3 Presbytery of the Cascades

Proposed Mission and Vision Statements
to be Presented and Discussed

at March Stated Meeting

The Strategic Planning Team (SPT) has been working
for 13 months on the new mission and vision statements of the
Cascades Presbytery. In sharing the proposed mission statement
and vision statement, it is the hope of the SPT, that voting mem-
bers in attendance at the March Stated Meeting will have the op-
portunity to read and reflect on the statements in advance so that
the discussion at the meeting might be ready for forward move-
ment. The team invites you to spend some time reading and considering these statements for adoption.

Proposed Mission Statement
Cultivating Spirit-led collaborative ministries that embody God’s love in Jesus Christ.
Proposed Vision Statement

As a Presbytery of the PC(USA), in faithful response to what God does, we are cultivating collaboration
between congregations, ecclesiastical partners, community organizations, and global neighbors so that min-
istry will thrive in the Pacific Northwest and beyond.

Being Reformed by Love:
e We collaborate together to nurture worship, spirituality, and community that strengthens
our connection with God and one another.

Loving Our Neighbors:
e Through inclusion — We collaborate together to change assumptions,

Inside This Issue engage all with compassion, unearth bias and uproot the prejudice,
discrimination, oppression, racism, and violence that stems from it.

bility for generations to come.

As we prepare to hear from the SPT at our March 11-12 Stated
Meeting, we asked the members to share their “why” for joining the
team. We are so grateful for the work they have done and the time they
have spent discerning the way forward. Turn to page four to hear
from the SPT members on what motivated them to join this team.
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Omnibus is published twelve times a
year by the Presbytery of the Cas-

. + EGNC + ) Eclerllcclleisnfdoil“n .czlilslzrlisl?ution to churches

2022

Omnibus welcomes news and views
ORI | B2 of all the churches of Presbytery and
all its readers. Send all communica-
tions to Kathleen Waugh, Omnibus
editor, Presbytery of the Cascades,
245 S. Bancroft St., Suite D, Portland,
Oregon. Email: kwaugh8@outlook.com

Ash Wednesday - March 2

Omnibus retains permission to modi-

Palm Sunday - April 10 fy submissions for clarity and space
) limitations. The Presbytery
Maundy Thursday - April 14 “Communications and Technology

Good Friday - April 15 Team” (CATT) is the editorial board.

Easter - April 17 \ j

SAVE THE DATE!!

The Presbytery of the Cascades
Spring Stated Presbytery Meeting

March 11 - 3 p.m.
on Zoom

BACKGROUND PAPERS

REGISTER HERE

Highlight: The presentation and discussion of the

proposed Mission and Vision Statements.
To prepare for the discussion be sure to read
“The Story Behind the Proposed Mission and Vision Statements”
Located in the background papers.

Other Business
« Give thanks for the ministry of, and close, Northminster, Portland
o Overture the General Assembly seeking apology & reparations for
the closure of Memorial Church, Juneau, Alaska
« Sell the St. Mark, Portland property
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NOTES FROM THE ROAD TO EMMAUS

By Rev. Brian Heron,
Presbyter for Vision and Mission
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A new story is emerging in the Presbytery of the Cascades. It has actually been underway for
quite some time, but the specially called presbytery meeting on February 2 signaled that we are now firm-
ly in new territory.

After three years of discerning, networking, praying, negotiating and hoping, the presbytery ap-
proved the motion to allow the Trustees to negotiate the sale of the former Cooper Mountain Fellowship
property on Farmington Road in Beaverton to Northwest Housing Alternatives. The plan is to build 200
units of affordable housing and develop community ministries on the site in partnership with Leaven
Community Land and Housing Coalition.

I say that this represents an emerging new story because this is only the most recent and most am-
bitious project of an increasingly mission-focused presbytery. This story is taking root across the presby-
tery:

o Peace, Eugene recently sold their property to Square One
Villages to develop 72 tiny homes in exchange for a $1/
year, 25-year lease to continue to use the sanctuary and
other office and meeting space;

e A handful of churches along the coast are now exploring
making part of their church facilities available for over-
night stays for pilgrims hiking the Oregon Coast Trail as
part of the Oregon Coast Pilgrimage ecumenical project;

o Basin Community (the result of the merger between the
Tulelake and Malin churches) now worships in one space
and 1s discerning how the Tulelake property and assets can Square One Peace Village
be used to re-ignite a new and deeper mission in the com-
munity;

e Calvary, Portland is currently in an intentional redevelopment phase as they invite the larger
presbytery and community to participate in redeveloping the site for a mission that better re-
flects the community’s needs;

o The Presbytery Leadership Commission has already endorsed a plan to work with the Future
Generations Collaborative, a Native American organization, and Westminster, Portland, to
come up with a plan to develop the former Laurelhurst church site as a Native American tiny
home community.

e Columbia, Vancouver, continues to apply their resources to creative, innovative, and mission
-centered ministries as reflected in Columbia Future Forge and Utmost Athletics (1001 New
Worshiping Communities);

o First, Phoenix is pioneering their way into new models of ministry as they experiment with a
pastor/executive director model in a church building that houses the cooperative ministries of
a worshiping congregation and a growing community center.

The new story is this: Increasingly, it is clear that mission drives our dollars, our discernment and
our decisions. While congregations are deeply and vitally important to the life of the presbytery, it is mis-
sion that is central.

We are here to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ. Mission leads. Congregations follow.

Thank you for giving me the privilege of serving you in this humbling and hopeful time.
Faithfully yours...

Brian
Return to Index




Continued from page one

"I joined the SPT because I wanted to contribute to moving the Presbyterian church in the
Northwest forward into its future form. It’s critical that the financial side of the Presbytery
provide the resources required to enable shared partnership with each other around the goals
of justice, compassion and liberation enumerated in our new vision statemen, so we can be a
light to the world in our communities. " —Craig Butler

“Ever since arriving in the Presbytery of the Cascades five years ago, I have been inspired
by the amazing colleagues and sister churches I've found here, but I've been troubled at the
lack of meaningful, sustained connection between many of us. I see immense potential if -
we find ways to work together to share the love of Christ in our region and beyond.”— W'
Sarah Sanderson-Doughty a\ ’W‘
“My commitment to the work of the SPT and the presbytery is rooted in a desire to en-
counter the Gospel as continually interpreted and reimagined for our particular context
here in the Pacific Northwest. Especially from my own experience serving in a non-
congregational and pluralistic setting, [ have firmly come to believe that our witness is en-
duringly faithful when we indeed partner with others toward shared goals of justice, com-
passion, and liberation, and in this way participate fully in the work of Christ in our com-
munity." —Andrew Turner

“I chose to accept the invitation to join the SPT to help create the new Mission and Vision
Statements because I was excited about the changing direction and focus of the presbytery. 1
am excited to see opportunities for congregations to collaborate together, with others, and
with the presbytery to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our communities and our region.”—
Nancy MacDonald

“I have been privileged to staff the Strategic Planning Team as the Presbyter for Vision
and Mission. As a person committed to the resurrection hope of the gospel, I believe that
God uses all circumstances to deepen God’s own compassion, grace, and presence in the
world. Despite the historic challenges and changes that are upon the church, I relish this
opportunity to walk alongside the presbytery and its congregations in this transforma-
tional moment.”—Brian Heron

"I said YES to the SPT because, as a person who grew up in this presbytery who
feels a strong sense of ownership and pride in our church bodies, I desired to be :
part of a team that sets a strong vision and mission for the future of our presbytery.

I do this work so that the church I love will still be a vibrant and life-giving institu-
tion for my daughter and generations to come." —Josh Dunham

"What is the work of love that is ours to do together? Being reformed by love,
loving our neighbors, and loving the world are rooted in who we have been,
and I am so hopeful when I think about how we can re-imagine these founda-
tions for who we will be as we move into the future together. Love-in-
collaboration, with other churches and across our communities, is a compelling
invitation to embody good news, work towards justice and liberation, and par-
ticipate in the restoration of all things.”—Morgan Schmidt
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Sustaining Circles of Faith:
Beyond Sunday Morning ,q

By Roberta Schlechter, CCE, Northeast Region Reporter

(Editor’s note: Roberta attended the 2022 APCE event and offers a b 1r d
bit of the wisdom she gained.)

Some 51 years ago, APCE, the “Association of Presbyterian Association of Partners in
Church Educators” was formed. Having built a national network and Christian Education
sustained a three-day Annual Event every year but in 2020, APCE be-
came a five-denomination partnership. Church educators of the PC(USA) here; are joined by col-
leagues from: Presbyterian Church of Canada, Reformed Church in America, Moravian Church and
Christian Reformed Church.

APCE recently hosted its first hybrid event, with an in-person gathering in Chicago and virtual
attendees and workshop presenters. Here the body formally approved a new and dynamic vocational
identity: Going forward, what “APCE” stands for is changed to the “Association of Partners in Chris-
tian Education.”

At this year’s annual conference, one question took precedence: How to move faith formation
beyond Sunday morning? It won’t happen ‘by accident,” even though so much has seemed to do so. In
recent months representatives of the denominational partners formed a Sustaining Circles of Faith Pan-
el. Some tap into resources from the PC(USA) Office of Christian Formation. At the Saturday APCE
event, members shared their endeavors..

In Ontario, Canada, an aging congregation experiencing a pastoral vacancy, found at their door-
step two Farsi-speaking people who said, “We would like to join you.” Today, this welcoming congre-
gation has doubled in size and recently celebrated its 100" adult baptism. Meeting the needs of a multi-
language congregation might include weekly communion, as this ritual is accessible to all.

Throughout Canada, churches have established faith formation practices “on Zoom and in back-
yards,” according to Dr. Emily Hill, Presbyterian Church, Canada education program director. She re-
ports that Rev. Nicole Reid uses Cornerstone Ministries, to encourage children to visit the farm she op-
erates, take a hayride, visit the animals in the barn and “talk about Jesus in a non-judgmental way.” An-
other Cornerstone program is called “Moms Inc.” a program to encourage moms in their faith, offer
parenting guidance and peer fellowship.

The outreach program known as “The Newcomers Mission” is a welcoming landing place for
Arabic-speaking immigrants. Launched six years ago by a Syrian refugee with help from St. Paul’s
Presbyterian Church-Ontario, they gather at a favorite restaurant chain and offer ESL classes, help with
job training and offer worship services in Arabic.

Here’s a way to put our newfound bread baking habits to work for the Lord. The online ministry
“Breaking Bread Network,” creates space for folks of every faith and mindset. They gather and bake.
“While we bake, Hill explains, “we have spiritual conversations” among bread-bakers who are both
Christian and non-Christian. The Network offers some great resources for building community.

All these are examples of “equity based hospitality,” explained here, the sort that Jesus modeled
and became known for. If you’d like preparation for helping to lead your congregation to a broader faith
formation, you might benefit from “Opening Doors to Discipleship.”

Finally, the PC(USA) offers educator certification here. The denomination now welcomes
those with a heart for Christian formation, regardless of their level of formal education. Recently Car-
olyn Hampton, HR (Dallas) and Roberta Schlechter, (Portland), both Certified Christian Educators,
have been formally named to the network of Certification Advisors. Those in the Presbytery of the
Cascades interested in pursuing certification as educators are encouraged to contact Hampton or
Schlechter. See article on page seven.
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Calvary Listens to the Neighborhood
And Takes Action to Serve

By Pat Berger, Northeast Region Reporter

When we last talked with Pastor Joan Miller, she was serving half-time at Calvary-Portland
and half-time at Cherry Park-Troutdale. Now she is serving full-time at Calvary, and what exciting
times they are having!

Not unlike many of our churches, those who are Calvary have been thinking about ways that
they can bring new life to their community. As it turned out, Pastor Miller found out about a new cer-
tificate program she could enroll in at San Francisco Theological Seminary/University of Redlands.
This is a four class program leading to certification in “Spiritual Entrepreneurship.” She signed up for
the first class, “Pilgrimages and Practices,” which she says was fabulous. Each week, their professor
interviewed different “spiritual entrepreneurs” which Pastor Miller said was “mind expanding.” (This
class was online; the second part will be held in person.)

As a result of the class, she has been meeting with people
in Calvary’s neighborhood, people in local non-profits and gov-
ernment leaders — all to find out how they think their church
might better serve the Roseway community. Their Lenten jour-
ney, she says, is to draft their vision, choose a path to walk, and
walk it. One of their first steps — a complicated one — was to
replace their roof asbestos. The weather added to the difficulty.

Sanctuary Roof Almost Done

Last fall Calvary partnered with Live

# Love NW, a non-profit affiliated with Manna House Church. Calvary had been clean-

- ing closets and spaces, and Live Love NW needed both of those. As a result of helping

Live Love NW with their needs, 2500 children (birth through age 18) were able to

ael _ have Christmas! Clearly, the pathway is changing! What other things are they hearing

in their conversations? Almost to a person, Pastor Miller reports, people see needs for
Il safe spaces to make connections. As Calvary moves forward some of the church

A& members expect to be actively involved volunteering, while others will be active in

prayer. We should all STAY TUNED!

Pick Up Day Last year, their 40-year-old preschool had to close. They welcomed a

daycare, Boise Buddy’s, into their facility. Boise Buddy’s is named for Boise
School, which was near where the daycare used to be located. They also renamed their education
building for the couple who started the former preschool; it is now known as the Winchell Education
Building, in honor of Dick and Betty Winchell.

All of this change and potential change is both frightening and life-giving. Many of their mem-
bers have been in the church more than 50 years. Pastor Miller says, “the way is made by walking.”
If we would like to keep apprised of Calvary’s progress, we are invited to sign up for their email list.
We are also invited to join their Tuesday workdays. For more information about either email Pastor
Miller at pastorjoan88@gmail.com. Blessings, Calvary, for your ministry, and let us know how we
can be helpful!
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~ Transitions ~

New Pastors
e Susan McDougall transferred to POTC from Pueblo Presbytery. She works as a hospice
chaplain at Miramont Pointe, Clackamas.

Pastoral Changes
e Vancouver Korean will welcome the Rev. Dong Won Kim to their pulpit on July 1
o CRE Erik Huget will begin preaching at Eagle Creek PC on March 1
o The Rev. Beverly Crow is temporarily filling the pulpit at Springwater PC in Estacada
o The Rev. Carol Swanson is retiring from service to Mill City Presbyterian.

Memoriam
o The Rev. Clayton Rice died January 24, 2022. A service for Clayton is scheduled for
March 19 at 2 pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon.

Church Anniversaries

e Qak Hills, Milwaukie, chartered March 1, 1963

e Mount Laki Community, Klamath Falls, chartered March 11,
1909

First, Newberg, chartered March 18, 1890

Milwaukie, chartered March 18, 1951

St. Andrew’s, Portland, chartered March 21, 1954

First, Lebanon, chartered March 28, 1881

C ~__—

Great News for Those Who Teach in Our Churches!

The Presbyterian Educator Certification program has been expanded and now serves church
volunteers and those without a college degree. Interested candidates can learn more here.

Cascades Stated Clerk Paul Belz-Templeman was advised recently that some local Christian
Educators have applied to the Educator Certification program of the PC(USA). Upon entering, educa-
tors are to select a Certification Advisor to serve as a guide and mentor. So Belz-Templeman reached
out to Carolyn Hampton, HR, of Dallas, and Roberta Schlechter of Portland, both Certified Christian
Educators.

At his request, Hampton and Schlechter became registered as Certification Advisors. They are
ready to work with local certification candidates.

e V’.‘ ! To contact, To contact,
click Hampton click Schlechter

.
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By Vickie Brown, Presbytery Moderator,
Pastor, First Roseburg

The first verse of Natalie Sleeth’s beloved “Hymn of Prom-
ise” (GTG #250) declares: In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an
apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise. butterflies will soon be free! In
the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed
until its season, something God alone can see.

In my mind, the promise of spring is also the opportunity of Lent.
The traditional Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving
(generosity) are inner practices we do in order to make room in our hearts
and minds for the gift of new life experienced in the resurrection of Jesus
at Easter. If you are a gardener, you might think of Lenten practices as
the springtime practices of turning over the soil and removing the weeds
to make room for the plants you want to encourage in your garden.

One of my favorite biblical phrases follows the theme of nature
revealing sacred reality. It is found in Ephesians 3:17 that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. Over the years, |
have come to understand that sensing my rootedness in God’s love offers a great source of stability in
the midst of whatever life presents. That verse is a small part of a prayer that expresses hope that
Christ will dwell in our hearts so that we may comprehend more fully the multi-dimensional love of
Christ — a love that is greater than we may ever fully know!

So, at times like this; as the pandemic continues to affect life around the globe, and violence
escalates in Ukraine (and other places in the world), when censorship and disinformation seem on the
rise, and a myriad of other events small and large threaten to throw us off balance, the reminder of
“living rooted and grounded in love” renews my life and encourages me to keep the faith.

The prayer in Ephesians 3:20-21 concludes with this statement, "Now to God who by the
power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to
God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen."

This Lent, I intend to be planting my roots ever deeper into the love of God for the world, as I
place my hope in God who is able to hear our prayers and work within us to do more than we can ask
or imagine. God only knows where that may lead us, as individuals and as a church. Thanks be to
God. Amen.

There’s a Place for You!

The nominating committee encourages your participation on presbytery com-
mittees. Please take this opportunity to suggest yourself or someone you would
recommend for service on a committee or taskforce in the presbytery. We will
use this information to update our committee and nomination database. Interest-
ed? Click here for the form to fill out accurately and completely.

Nominating
Committe¢
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2esources help
YNinistry and YY)ission

Thanks so very much for these suggestions from
folks in our presbytery!!

- = Quietly Couragous by Gil Rendle
TRQUIETLY *
URAGEOUS

The changing dynamics of con-
temporary church life are well-known,
but what’s less well-known is how
leaders can work most effectively in
this new context. In Quietly Courageous, esteemed
minister and congregational consultant Gil Rendle
offers practical guidance to leaders—both lay and
ordained—on leading churches today. Rendle en-
courages leaders to stop focusing on the past and in-
stead focus relentlessly on their mission and pur-
pose—what is ultimately motivating their work. He
also urges a shift in perspectives on resources, dis-
cusses models of change, and offers suggestions for
avoiding common pitfalls and working creatively to-
day. For more information click here

The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman

Eileen Sheelar writes: I just fin-
ished reading The Dovekeepers by Alice
Hoffman. It's been out 10 years - (c)
2011. It is the story of four strong wom-
en whose paths intersect at the siege of
Masada in 70 -71 C.E. I got a wonderful insight into
the time of the holdout on the Masada, as well as the
Jewish culture(s) at the time. It is a well-told story
based on an immense amount of research (described
in the Acknowledgment section at the end of the
book). Topics and questions for further discussion
and references for more reading are also included. It
was fascinating. As the women questioned what they
had been taught about God's love and judgment and
came to their individual conclusions, I was chal-
lenged to ask similar questions of myself. For more
information click here

] Gifts in Open Hands

Another suggestion from Eileen...

Maren Tirabassi has a daily poem/devotional/
prayer on the website called Gifts in Open Hands that
is very often about current international events of the
day. She offers a monthly communion liturgy that is
non-traditional but very liturgical. For example,
posted on February 27, 2022, was a guest post on
Ukraine from Archbishop Malkhaz Songulashvili,
Republic of Georgia. To check out this site, click
here.

'« Walking toward Peace

L The True Story of a Brave Woman
~~.{ Called Peace Pilgrim by Kathleen
: Krull

She gave up everything: her home, her pos-
sessions, even her real name. She called herself
Peace Pilgrim, put on her sneakers, and started off on
her quest to walk thousands of miles all around
America. Step by step, mile after mile, Peace Pilgrim
traveled tirelessly, inviting everyone she met to con-
sider a world where each person and each nation
chooses peace.

This true story about a little-known woman
who sacrificed everything for her convictions in-
spires us to step out for what we believe in, gathering
others to join us along the way.

In this inspiring story, the young reader will
travel with Peace Pilgrim across the county...A good
way to start conversations about choosing peace." —
Kirkus Reviews

For more information, click here.

Do you have a book, a Bible Study, a re-
source that has helped you in your minis-
try? Please share. Send to editor,
Kathleen Waugh at

omnibus@cascadespresbytery.org
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