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insight and next steps for thinking outside the box of tradition-
al church forms. Contact co-chairs Josh Dunham or Linda
Jackson-Shaw for more information. Here is the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8113673463.
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Ask the Clerk

By Paul Belz-Templeman, Stated Clerk

Q: Where has the Stated Clerk been?

A: The stated clerk has been out but is back now for a foreseeable future.
Over the summer I took an 11-week sabbatical (generously offered by pres-
bytery- that’s YOU! Thanks!). I hiked 220 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail,
traveled Italy with my spouse, studied Spanish and ate in the Basque city of Donostia-San Sebas-
tian.

In short, I’ve had the opportunity to step away from this work and consider my spiritual,
emotional and physical well-being as I reconnected with family, colleagues and friends.

Highlights included Michaelangelo’s David in Florence, Anselm Kiefer’s art in Bilbao,
sampling goat cheeses in Donostia-San Sebastian and a period of discernment where I now sense
the opportunity to be more generous with family and myself in terms of time and money.

I’1l be honest, the shock of coming back to work was rough. I quickly realized that it
wasn’t that I dislike my job. The rumblings were far deeper- I didn’t want to work at all! Those
Sabbatical rhythms really did a number on my work ethic for a while!

However, I am blessed to return to meaningful work, truly an antidote to the post-
Sabbatical blues. As the interim business manager, I’ve enjoyed working alongside the New
Ministries Team and Trustees towards repurposing some of our properties. I spent time with oth-
er Synod Stated Clerks talking about how to improve our work and reading minutes (great fun- I
must be a nerd!). The most energizing work has been meeting with groups of clerks of sessions
from our own Cascades to discuss minutes and records during the fall Records Review. It is a joy
to work with others striving to keep the Devil out of the details while providing space for the
Spirit in our congregations. I am grateful for the time away and for the opportunity to continue
as your “Understated” Clerk. Thanks for asking.
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Dear Cascades Faithful,

I have just enough of an ego to believe that
every post and article I write is the most important
one I have ever written. But, this one really is! I
know, I know, I have used that line one too many
times.

But even if that doesn’t make you sit up
straight, get a good strong drink and put your
glasses on, I do hope you will listen to what I have
to say today.

I have a strong belief
that the church of today (way
beyond just PCUSA) suffers
from a warped Americanized
version of the gospel. What I
mean by that is that we have
largely adopted the values of
America and confused them
with the gospel. America has
this strange belief that the econ-
omy should grow every year
and that products should never
become outdated; we prefer
“new and improved.” We often
expect the same of our church-
es.

The Biblical view of
God’s rhythm is not based on
an eternal spring, but a cycle of
seasons that point to ongoing growth, but through a
revolving process of loss and letting go.

Right now, the leaves are beginning to turn
marvelous colors of yellows, reds, and gold-tinted
browns. Of course, we all know that this is not the
end of life for those trees, but the natural cycle of
life slowing down and becoming dormant for a pe-
riod in preparation for an eruption of beauty, ener-
gy and new life in the spring.

The Biblical view of God’s rhythm is not a
GDP model, but a model based on such scriptures
as,

e “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he/

she is a new creation; the old has passed

Photo by Annie Nyle on Unsplash

NOTES FROM THE ROAD TO EMMAUS

By Rev. Brian Heron,
Presbyter for Vision and Mission

away; behold, the new has come” (1
Corinthians 5: 17)

e “For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:
25)

In November, I will be immersing myself in a
fasting and prayer Wilderness Quest in Death Val-
ley. The psychological and spiritual process of a
wilderness quest is to go through an experience of
severance, threshold and incorpo-
ration. In other words, it is a pro-
cess of letting go, crossing a scary
threshold, and incorporating the
gifts of radical solitude, fasting and
prayer into our ecclesiastical life.
This is nothing less than practicing
a theology of death and resurrec-
tion.

The Presbytery of the Cas-
cades is deeply immersed in this
process right now. Many churches
are making decisions that represent
the severance stage of transfor-
mation as they let go of former ex-
pectations of what church should
be. The Presbytery is clearly at a
threshold stage as we consider a
budget that helps us live into our new
mission and vision while we shift our identity to-
ward presbytery-wide mission.

The good news is that the incorporation stage
(resurrection) is becoming more obvious. Both for-
mer and present church properties are being trans-
formed into affordable housing, redeveloped as
mission outposts, becoming centers for children
and youth, and serving the community in new and
creative ways.

Come to think of it, maybe we are GDP people
(God’s Divine Process).

Sorry, couldn’t resist.
Brian
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Reaching In; Reaching Out
to do God’s Work

By Pat Berger, Northeast Region Reporter

After a year without someone in the pastor's
chair at their church, things now feel a bit more settled
at Eagle Creek. Erik Huget, CRE, began filling that
role for them in March. He finished at Clatskanie in
December last year, so was ready when Eagle Creek
called.

He says that there are usually about 20 people in
worship. And yes, worship is in-person; when he ar- = R
rived, they weren't even wired so that he could use his computer there. Now they have that capacrty'
One of the ways that Erik fits right in at Eagle Creek is that he plays guitar and mandolin, which fits
very well with their musician. The two have played together both before and during worship. Right
now, they are planning a "Songfest" to be held before worship on an upcoming Sunday.

Erik was pleased to find a congregation that is quite engaged in its community. At the begin-
ning of the school year, they collected school supplies and backpacks for the local schools. They also
collect money and items for needs in the Sandy area, which includes the senior center there. Further
afield, they took up a collection to send to Uvalde, Texas after the school shooting there.

The church has an "Action Committee" that makes plans for how funds will be raised, and how
they will be used. Right now, they are planning to have a plant sale in the Spring. They used to spon-
sor a community dinner . . . before COVID. Now they need to figure out a different way to raise
those funds, in order to continue their community involvement. Erik is the only salaried employee.
All of the members contribute, both with funds and with work, to keep the church functioning.

Erik's worship style seems to fit well with the congregation at Eagle Creek. For parts of the
worship service, he is behind the pulpit; for the sermon, he is not. He likes feeling closer to the con-
gregation. If people come to him after the service with questions the sermon has brought up for them,
he feels as if he has really done his work! He likes to send them home with some work to do: "You
can't spoon feed them!"

As a Certified Ruling Elder (CRE), Erik is bi-vocational. Four days a week, he works for
West Marine Products, selling boating supplies, which he has done for 21 years. He also has two
Coast Guard licenses; altogether, he has 30 marine years.

His CRE training began at Westminster, Portland. He met
aed with then Pastor Jim Moiso and the Session, and a committee
% was formed. He met with a psychologist and had several
4@ psychological tests. He wrote a Statement of Faith. Alto-
=% 1, gether, it took about 10 months to get started; the program of
study and experience took him four years. Brian Heron, then
& pastor at Eastminster, was appointed his mentor, and he did
an informal internship with Brian while Brian was still at
"% Eastminster. CREs are commissioned for a particular
& church, which happened for Erik when he went to
Clatskanie. When Eagle Creek wanted him to come there,
they needed to submit his name to the Committee on Minis-
try. And now he is there, and they are working together, making a difference in their area and in the
larger church. Blessings, Erik and Eagle Creek, for your ministry!
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Tualatin Carries On

By Kathleen Waugh, Editor

(We are still looking for a Northwest Region
Reporter. It’s a chance to discover the varie- &8
ty of ways our congregations are answering
God’s call to love God and love neighbor.
Contact me if you are interested to learn
more of what is expected for this voluntary
position kwaugh8@outlook.com.)

I was struck by Tualatin’s Pastor
Ken Hood’s vision of what we churches have
been facing through the time of COVID and
this current time that could be considered a
‘transition’ into a new normal. From his pas-
tor’s column, he writes,

“It’s always difficult to make plans with a congregation. There are so many variables and un-
knowns. But for the first 15 years of my time with you there was a stable predictability to our common life.
Unknowns happened, but they were the exception rather than the rule. Today? My sense is we’re finding
our way together not unlike the Israelites wandering in the wilderness. Like them we experience nostalgia
for the past and frustration that things aren’t what they used to be. Like them, I’ve noticed we’re irritable
with one another, and we’re impatient with God. And also like them, we, too, have the opportunity to see
and experience ourselves and the holy in new ways. The Israelites experienced God’s absence in the desert,
but they also experienced God’s presence in powerful new ways- in unexpected desert springs and mysteri-
ous manna showing up just when they needed it most.

What to do? The most helpful thing is simply acknowledging we’re still living in an unusual time.
Things don’t feel normal...because they aren’t. And just acknowledging this helps us to loosen our death
grip on how we think the world “should be” just enough for us to begin to make out how things actually
are, which then helps us see where the Holy Spirit might be hiding in the midst of it all. And make your
plans. By all means make your plans. We have to. But don’t be surprised when you hear a divine chuckling
emanating from the world that you can’t quite place.”

Just a glimpse at their website will tell the story of how Tualatin feeds members and friends — and
then reaches out to nurture and lift up their neighbors close by and farther afield.

Tualatin Readers have two opportunities to meet monthly on either the second or third
Thursday of the month via Zoom. “We read fiction that has implications for our lives as people of faith.
We share joys, concerns and laughter. We often respectfully disagree. We stretch ourselves to read of dif-
ferent cultures, time periods and lifestyles.

November — Lightning Strike by William Kent Krueger - Young Cork O'Connor leads his sheriff fa-
ther to determine the death of an Ojibwa man is murder--not suicide.

December — No book to read.

January — My Abandonment by Peter Rock - A teen girl and her father live off the grid in Portland's
Forest Park.

Ongoing mission activities include:

Family Promise — Family Promise of Tualatin Valley (FPTV) is a non-profit organization that helps
homeless children and their families regain housing and independence. TPC is participating in a
network of religious and civic organizations to provide shelter, meals, resource assistance and a
path to sustainable housing.

Tuesday Treasures — one of our most vital community mission projects, we support adults with de-
velopmental disabilities and their families.

School House Project — provides school supplies for needy children in the Tigard-Tualatin School
District (TTSD).

Giving Tree — provides children’s gifts and food baskets for needy families in the Tigard-Tualatin
School District at Christmas.

Janus Project (a.k.a. the “Mitten Tree”) — provides homeless youth with winter gloves, scarves,
hats, and socks.
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Another Day, Another
Installation

By Mike Hubbard, South Region Reporter

South Region Vice-Moderator, Carole
Eckerd, is gaining hands-on, up-close experience -
moderating Administrative Commissions tasked
with planning and conducting pastor installations
Sunday, October 16 found Carole and seven other
Teaching and Ruling Elders at First, Bandon
celebrating Rev. Jim Vickery’s installation. It
was the second South Region installation in less

than a month. And there’s still one more being “Clockwise from Left—Evonne Hubbard, Kathleen
planned—but that’s another story. Brinegar, Mike Hubbard, Jim Vickery, Eric Lindsey, Lorne
Bostwick, Margene Maclntyre, Donna Young, and Carole

Like so many ministers in this season the
church finds herself in, Jim’s journey to a pulpit
on the Southern Oregon coast is a story in its own right, a story with a varied and shifting plot line—
much like life itself. With a Bachelor of Arts, (Philosophy and Classical Greek Language) from Baylor
and a Masters of Divinity from Golden Gate Theological Seminary, Jim was originally ordained in the
Baptist tradition, and once served as an Associate Minister at a Baptist church in Beaverton.

Eckerd”

Later, he found a home at Xerox as a marketing representative, before embarking on a long ca-
reer in the legal field of intellectual property rights, rising to partner and senior counsel, with an inter-
national law firm. Then, with his golden years in sight, Jim experienced a renewal of God’s call, lead-
ing to a return to the classroom at Austin Theological Seminary where he completed his Presbyterian
ordination requirements.

Earlier this year, with the Cascades Presbytery’s blessing, Jim was ordained by Mission Pres-
bytery in Texas, clearing the way for his joyful installation service on October 16 at Bandon. And it
was, indeed, a joyful occasion.

The installation itself was an integral part of Bandon’s reg-
ular morning worship service. With strains of Be Thou My Vision
ringing in their hearts, the congregation listened as Carole Eckerd
spoke the words opening a new chapter in Jim and Michelle’s life:

“Jim Vickery, as a Teaching Elder in the church of Jesus
Christ, you are now installed as pastor of this congregation. Be
faithful and true in your ministry so that your whole life will bear
witness to the crucified and risen Christ.”

“Final Briefing”
Later, the celebration moved to the downstairs fellowship hall for
that ubiquitous Presbyterian sacrament, the potluck buffet. Certainly, this was a well and truly blessed
day in the lives of Jim and Michelle, the Bandon congregation, and the community. May God’s rich-
est blessings be theirs.
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ByThe Rev. Mark T Frey
Vice-Moderator, Northwest Region

Have you experienced change in the last
two and a half years? In my personal life I certain-
ly have. The way I did my work changed. My abil-
ity to travel for work changed. Social relationships
had to be lived out without meeting face to face.
Buying groceries changed!

It is also true in the church. We’ve had to
learn how to worship in new ways. Life in the faith
community has radically changed by not being
able to be together. Our exercise of the church’s
mission has had to take new forms. In my role as a
vice-moderator in the northwest region I see sig-
nificant changes in many of our congregations and
I expect the same is true throughout our presby-
tery: pastoral vacancies, pastor retirements, new pastors accepting calls in the midst of uncertain
circumstances and churches moving into new stages of their life cycles.

Many of us did not anticipate this.

One friend, a Presbyterian church leader, during the first months of the COVID epidem-
ic, declared that he had seen more adaptive change in churches in just a few months than he had
observed in years or even decades. He celebrated this as a constructive development in the life
of the church and its congregations.

What have the impacts been for you and the life of your congregation?

It is safe to say, whether as a result of the context in which we are all living or just the
natural progression of life in our churches, we are likely in a time of transition. My friends in
transitional ministry leadership are quick to say that transitional ministry is not just a matter of
interim periods in churches but that we are in transition, in one form or another, most of the
time. Ministry itself is transitional ministry.

So the question may really be, how do we respond to that reality? Do we fight it? Do we
try to hold on to what has been? Do we try to recreate a church life that “once was”? Do we live
in discouragement? Or, do we consider that there may be rich opportunities that come with
change and transition?

Jesus was certainly a change agent who put before us opportunities for new possibilities:
“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the
wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” (Mark 2:21-22)

Is it possible that we are in a “wineskins moment”? Change can mean that good things
are fermenting. It just may be a moment in which we get to practice our promise to serve with
energy, intelligence, imagination and love.

May the challenges of change encourage us to envision hopeful opportunities.
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~ Transitions ~

Pastoral Changes:

The Rev. Peter Blank has finished his ministry at John Knox PC, Keizer at the end
of October.

The Rev. Bill Van Nostran will retire from First PC, Astoria, OR at the end of this
year.

The Rev. Ben Dake will retire from Nestucca Valley PC, Pacific City, OR at the end
of this year.

The Rev. Kathryn Keener is serving as Interim Pastor at First PC, Newport, OR

The Rev. Scott Crane has ended his ministry at Trout Lake, First and is now Supply
Pastor at Corvallis, First

The Rev. Ken Hood will conclude his ministry at Tualatin Presbyterian Church at
the end of this year.

New Pastors:

The Rev. Wesley Yoon is now the supply pastor at Hope Korean PC, Portland, OR
The Rev. Warren Williams is now the supply pastor at Trout Lake
The Rev. Janice Reynolds has transferred to Cascades from Redwoods Presbytery

The Rev. Maggie Lewis has accepted the Campus Minister position at the Koinonia
Center on the University of Oregon Campus.

Installations:

The Rev. James Vickery was installed at First PC, Bandon on October 16, 2022
The Rev. Sungmin Song was installed at Vancouver Korean on October 16, 2022

The Rev. Chris Dela Cruz was installed at Westminster PC, Portland on October
30, 2022

Christmas Joy Offering

November 27 - December 18, 2022

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of
Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities
of color.
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The Coat

When will the coat be hers?
Then, a chance encoun-
ter changes everything, reveal-
ing that the pleasure that comes from belongings
(even the perfect ones!) is no match for the joy of
helping others.
At turns lighthearted and poignant, The
Coat offers a glimpse at the hardships confronting
those who are experiencing homelessness, inspiring
us to treat them with compassion and respect. A

i Mother

that draws on her passion for mythology, magic, and
archaeology and her inimitable understanding of
women.

For more information, click here.

Caring for Mother

p*a By Virginia Stem Owens

In Caring for Mother, Virginia
Stem Owens gives a clear and realistic
account of caring for an elderly loved
one. Along the way, Owens notes the
spiritual challenges she encountered,
not the least of which included fear of
her own suffering and death. This book
will be a helpful companion to those
who have recently assumed the role of caregiver,
helping them anticipate some of the emotional turbu-

A Daughter's

Long Goodbye S0

e

Caring for

Virginia Stem Owens

downloadable discussion guide will be available is at lence they will encounter along the way.

flyawaybooks.com/resources.

This is a perfect way to kick off your
church’s winter coat drive programs. For more infor
mation click here.

The Dovekeepers by
Alice Hoffman

This was recom-
mended by Eileen
Sheelar. She states “It is
the story of four strong

dain 70 -71 C.E. I gota

time of the holdout on the Masada, as well as the
Jewish culture(s) at the time. It is a well-told story
based on an immense amount of research (described
in the Acknowledgment section at the end of the
book). Topics and questions for further discussion
and references for more reading are also included. It

was fascinating. As the women questioned what they

had been taught about God's love and judgment and
came to their individual conclusions, I was chal-
lenged to ask similar questions of myself.

The book notes state, “Over five years in the
writing, Alice Hoffman’s most ambitious and mes-
merizing work ever, a triumph of imagination and
research set in ancient Israel... in The Dovekeepers,
Hoffman delivers her most masterful work yet - one

women whose paths inter-
sect at the siege of Masa-

wonderful insight into the

For more information, click here..

Every Valley

]

Advent with the Scriptures of Han-
del's Messiah

Forty reflections journey in
order through the oratorio, taking
the reader deeper into less-often
studied texts like Malachi 3:3 and
bringing new light to oft-recited
passages like Luke 2:9-14. Each
reflection offers the libretto

from Messiah, the same passage in

NRSV, and a brief commentary on the text, written
by a respected scholar or pastor. Readers can peruse
the book at leisure or examine one reflection per day
throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons.

For more information, click here.

Do you have a book, a Bible Study, a re-
source that has helped you in your minis-
try? Please share. Send to editor,
Kathleen Waugh at

omnibus@cascadespresbytery.org
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