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General Assembly 226 Tackles 

Major Issues of Our Day 
This past summer, the PC(USA) held its bi-

annual General Assembly. A response to Christian 

Zionism, fossil fuels divestment, gender identity, and 
gun violence were among major issues addressed. The 

assembly also tackled budget issues and voted on new 

leadership, highlighting the election and installation of 

the Reverend Jihyun Oh as the next Stated Clerk.   

Worship was an important event, helping 

commissioners to consider each activity they faced. To 

find a more detailed summary of the assembly actions, 

please click here.  

Commissioner Dennis Smith shared his insights of the assembly at the last presbytery meeting. The 
following are his reflections from GA226:

“Being a commissioner was a new experience for me. I worked for Presbyterian World Mission for 

more than 40 years in Latin America, and I had attended maybe half a dozen assemblies during that time as

a staff resource person or mission advisory delegate. This time I was representing a presbytery, actually had 

a vote, and was encouraged to express opinions.

This time I came away struck by how we do things as          

Presbyterians. We really expect God's Spirit to work through the     

collective--and even through the arcane complexities of parliamentary

procedure. In the wrong hands, of course, procedures can be 
Candid Conversations.   weaponized to silence the excluded and consolidate power.

But our new co-moderators, CeeCee Armstrong and Tony Larson, were 

very insistent that all voices should be heard with respect and that 

decisions, especially on divisive issues, were to be contemplated, not 

celebrated. 

This meant that when we got stuff done - even hard stuff - we 

could celebrate the tasks and the process with a little bit of craziness, 

including a mass breakout of the Electric Slide! 

Continued on page two 

The procession of the newly elected co-moderators 

during plenary at the 226th General Assembly. Photo 

by Rich Copley. 

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2024/7/4/ga-commissioners-and-advisory-delegates-got-a-lot/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2024/7/4/ga-commissioners-and-advisory-delegates-got-a-lot/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2024/7/4/ga-commissioners-and-advisory-delegates-got-a-lot/
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Continued from page one 
I was especially grateful to my fellow commission-

ers for sharing with me their perspectives on issues that 

were unfamiliar to me, since I've spent the last four decades 

plus in Latin America. 

I was grateful that commissioners were encouraged 

to advocate on behalf of issues of interest and were allowed 

to submit commissioner resolutions for consideration 

through the committee process and even from the floor of 

the plenary. I was able to advocate on behalf of colleagues 

from the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba and the 

Cuba Mission Network. That resolution was adopted by the 

International Engagement Committee and passed on the 

consent agenda. In the plenary, I advocated for future

assemblies to continue to include Mission Advisory        

delegates from among PC(USA) mission co-workers. That 

proposed amendment to the new Standing Rules of the GA 

failed, but it gave current and former mission workers a 

chance to speak and be heard. 

It was an exhausting, sometimes tedious, sometimes challenging, deeply satisfying experience. In a 

polarized world, we had a chance to model how inclusive, participative, respectful decisions can be made for 

the common good. 

By the way, POTC staff provide the very best snacks!” 

Omnibus 
Omnibus is published six times a year 
by the Presbytery of the Cascades for 
distribution to churches and individu-
als.  

Omnibus welcomes news and views of 
all the churches of Presbytery and all 
its readers. Send all communications 
to Kathleen Waugh, Omnibus editor, 
Presbytery of the Cascades, 245 S. 
Bancroft St., Suite D, Portland, OR 
97239-8526.   Email:  
kwaugh8@outlook.com    

Omnibus retains permission to modify 
submissions for clarity and space limi-
tations. The Presbytery 
“Communications and Technology 
Team” (CATT) is the editorial board. 

General Assembly Action Affects Our Presbytery 
One of the actions taken at the General Assembly affected our own presbytery.  A long-awaited 

overture was presented and approved that changed the boundaries of many presbyteries.  Because of this, 
two of our far eastern presbytery churches have been moved to Eastern Oregon Presbytery – First, Lake-
view and Community, Moro.  The Presbytery of the Cascades now includes 88 churches.   

The Assembly approved overtures from each of the 16 synods clarifying the geographic districts of 
every presbytery, a major milestone in a project begun several years ago by the Office of the General    
Assembly in partnership with leaders from every presbytery and synod. The Office of General Assembly 
is looking forward to adding features to assist mid councils in fulfilling their responsibility to develop 
mission strategy in their areas. 

First Lakeview was organized in 1911--the original church building was 
dedicated in 1917, with the present sanctuary dedicated in 1968. The church 
has opened its doors to the youth in Lakeview since that time.

Moro Community was organized July 10, 1887.  Original name First Presbyterian 
Church of Grass Valley located in Moro.  In 1921 Moro and Monkland       
Presbyterian Churches merged.   “Ours is a long and gracious heritage in an era 
when people rarely remain in a community for longer that a few years,” notes an 
unknown church historian in an historical document written at the church’s 110th 
anniversary.  Continuing, the historian writes, “Some members have roots back to 
the Monkland church and the earliest days.”  To read the whole document, click 
here.  

Return to Index 

mailto:kwaugh8@outlook.com
file:///C:/Users/kwaug/OneDrive/Documents/Omnibus/2024/Sept/Corrected/Moro%20Community%20Presbyterian%20Church%20Ã…Â¢Ã¢â•¢Â¢Ã¯Â¬â•€%20Sherman%20County,%20Oregon%20History%20(shermancountyoregon.com)
https://shermancountyoregon.com/sherman-county/sherman-county-churches/sherman-county-churches-moro-community-presbyterian-church/
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On August 10, many of us had the honor of attending a 
community celebration for the Warm Springs Presbyterian 
Church's (WSPC) 150th anniversary. (Please see Pat Berger’s 
great article on the weekend event - on page 5.) One          
community member stated, “Nearly everyone in our        
community (of 2,500) has a connection here, even if they 
aren’t members. WSPC has been an island of hope for our 
community.” Then as other speakers came up to share, we 
heard that phrase repeated several times: “An Island of 
Hope.” 

What an amazing statement to be made about this   
mission church! WSPC was established not long after the   
reservation was created and the Wasco, Tenino, and Paiute 
tribes were moved here from their native lands in Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho. The purpose of this church, fully    
supported and paid for by national and regional PC(USA) 
funds, was to provide not just a place of worship, but also a place for community gatherings,      
programs to provide food and care, and a manse so that a pastor could come and live with them, 
choosing to be a part of their native community. These community members spoke highly of      
previous pastors who not only brought them hope from God’s Word but modeled God’s love 
throughout the community. “It’s hard to live on a reservation. We are surrounded by poverty and 
hopelessness…but this church has always been an island of hope. We need this church…please 
don’t let it ever close!” 

The Rev. Irvin Porter, who serves as the Associate for Native American Intercultural     
Congregational Support with the PC(USA) and is a descendant of three Native American tribes, 
was the guest preacher on August 11. While he shared correlations from Hebrews 12 and the expe-
riences of the Native Americans in our country over the last two centuries, he shared about how 
God brought the church as a beacon of hope during one of their darkest moments. The church     
allowed them to intertwine their culture, their language, and their customs, into their worship of the 
Creator. Porter opened by singing “This is our story” in the Nez Perce language, and then through-
out his message, he would repeatedly share this amazing word: 

This is our story, this is our song. Praising our Savior, all the day long. 

What others had meant for selfish purposes or to control, 
God has redeemed and worked for His purpose. 

The Rev. Bev Crow, chair of the Administrative Commission for WSPC, added these words, 
“This is a small and mighty church. Most of our ministry happens in the community. This is 

not an anxious congregation, this is a thankful congregation. They are excited for their next pastor, 
hopeful for the manse to be redone, and fully trusting in the Lord to just BE the church here in 
Warm Springs.” 

I came away from this weekend celebration inspired to see a small but mighty congregation, 
that has found a way to just BE THE CHURCH. A congregation that is fully reliant upon the Lord 
and our presbytery, for their every financial need, yet doesn’t let that slow them down. A church 
choosing not to focus on what they don’t have, but instead to focus on what they do have...God and 
each other. To see a church that the community calls “an island of hope” and continues to be a safe 
place for everyone who lives there. And when a community reflects the importance 
of that church, that’s when you know the church is truly living out its purpose. 

Blessings! Brian 

Candid Conversations 

By  Rev. Dr. Brian Craker, Transitional Executive 

Return to Index 

Being the Church, welcoming all 
to a celebration... 

Source Credit: Brian Craker 
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Your Occasional Sunday Visitor 
By Paul Belz-Templeman, Stated Clerk 

I’m taking many Sundays to visit churches 

throughout the Presbytery. Sometimes I offer the 

sermon (prearranged), other times I walk in just 

before 10 a.m. and participate in worship from the 

pews or chairs. True admission, more than once 

I’ve shown up AFTER the announced worship 

hour which is bad form for a stated clerk,    

apologies in arrears and in advance.  It has been 

wonderful to worship with many of you and I look 

forward to visiting more churches in every region 

of the Presbytery over the coming months. 

As an occasional Sunday visitor, one of the 

challenges of stewarding older church buildings that I’ve noticed is that the main entrance has probably 

changed since the building was built.  For instance, the door on the main street was the primary door when 

everybody walked to church.  Once the parking lot was built around the back to accommodate those who 

drove to church, the main street door gradually fell into disuse. Until today, it was locked on Sunday.   

Are there doors into your gathering or worshiping spaces that are no longer used?  Are there signs at 

those doors that point to where the unlocked entrances are located?   In other cases, the door is unlocked and 

upon entering I find myself in an empty space, perhaps with stairways going up and down.  Signs indicating 

the way to the worship space, the offices and other spaces helps in such instances, especially if there isn’t a 

greeter there to welcome me and provide directions. 

Speaking of greeters, I appreciate greeters outside of the building.  A smile before I open a door into 

the unknown inside is reassuring and removes any apprehension I have towards entering a new space.  

During worship, I appreciate a welcome that acknowledges that there may be first-time visitors.    

Asking me to stand up and introduce myself works because I am the clerk. If I wasn’t the clerk, I’m not so 

sure I’d appreciate that sort of attention.   Most appreciated are the folks in the pews who say hello, tell me 

their names, and indicate pleasure that I’ve shown up.  I’ve also learned that I can be friendly too.  More than 

once, I’ve sat next to another first-time visitor and was glad that I took the initiative rather than wondering 

why the person sitting next to me didn’t welcome me to the church.   

The loneliest moment in worship for visitors can be the passing of the peace.  While there is some-

thing heartening about watching folks greet their friends and catch up on all that has happened in their lives 

since they last saw each other, I appreciate it when people greet me with the formulaic four simple words: 

“the peace of Christ” or even a simple “hello.”  The challenge is to balance the excitement of seeing old 

friends with the opportunity to greet new ones.  

As you consider the welcome of Sunday visitors, consider signs for every entrance, even those never 

used anymore to indicate how to enter the building, stationing greeters where they are visible to those     
walking or driving to church and offering words of greeting during worship.    

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuxduR7o7LAhUJSiYKHeIdBPUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.istg-africatomorrow.com%2Fonline-publications.html&psig=AFQjCNEPghB5nrPTp004GQQEUfE7R04p9w&ust=14563503426191
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Warm Springs Celebrates 150 

Years of Ministry 

By Pat Berger, Northeast Region Reporter 
A special anniversary was joyfully      

celebrated this past weekend: our friends at the 
Warm Springs Presbyterian Church celebrat-
ed their 150th anniversary of being a congrega-
tion!  Congratulations to all of you!  And, since 
the Warm Springs church is our presbytery’s on-
ly mission congregation: congratulations to all of 
us! 

Return to Index 

Two days of hosting all who wanted to 
come were held on Saturday and Sunday, August 
10 and 11.  On Saturday, those who came were 
welcomed in a new covered outdoor area across Source Credit: Brian Craker
the street from the church.  It was a beautiful 
warm day, so the cover and the nice artificial turf 
made the setting very comfortable.  New picnic-style tables added to the scene, and the picnic-style lunch, 
featuring fresh salmon and fry bread (among many other things), ensured that a fine time was had by all. 

Several were dressed in native garb, which added to the atmosphere.  There was drumming and 
singing and dancing.  The best of the dancing was done by two groups of young girls, also dressed for the 
occasion – they did a spectacular job!  Several members of the tribe told stories of their lives; it wasn’t all 
easy listening, but those who were there learned a lot.  It was a gift to be able to be there, and it was   
wonderful to see people from around the presbytery who were able to attend.   

Sunday’s worship was another special time.  The Rev. Irv Porter was the very fine worship leader 
for the day.  The Rev. Porter is the Associate for Native American Intercultural Support in Racial Equity 
and Women’s Intercultural Ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  He is also a part-time pastor 
of the Church of the Indian Fellowship in Tacoma, Washington. 

Significant work went into preparing for this fine time.  Joanne Smith and Heather Crow Martinez 
did much of the organizing and very much of the cleaning.  In the last week, Heather painted both of the 
church bathrooms!  Danny Martinez, Emergency Manager for the Warm Springs Tribe, and his work 
crew set up tables for both days, toted trash both days, and were there for whatever was needed. 

Another special part of Sunday: the fine people who are the Springwater, Estacada, Presbyterian 
Church closed their doors for Sunday, and they all came to Warm Springs to worship!   

The people of the church are grateful for gifts that have been given to the fund for the restoration 
of the manse, and they really care about the future of their church.  It likely won’t be possible for them to 
get a pastor until the manse is re-done.  Now, they have enough money to begin to ask for bids for parts of 
the project, and there is quite a ways to go.  One way that all of us can help is to continue to give as much 
as we can to the $150,000 that is needed for the project.  Donations can be sent to the presbytery office or 
to the Warm Springs church; please note on the check that it is for the Warm Springs manse restoration 
project.  There will also be opportunities for groups of folk from churches to come to Warm Springs and 
do some of the work.  Updates will be printed in the Omnibus and in Cascades Connections, and you can 
always talk with members of the Administrative Commission.  Those members are: Paul Ross Brown, 
Beverly Crow, Nike Duttridge, Heather Crow Martinez, Jim Moiso, Joanne Smith, and Mike Wilson.  
They have also already put in many hours on this project, and we are grateful. 

Blessings to the people who are the Warm Springs Presbyterian Church, and blessings for all of 
your ministries. CLICK HERE for a special video message from Warm Springs, featuring Rev. Beverly 
Crow and our Transitional Executive Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Brian Craker.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-O5FO7Hyhc&t=27s
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At Orenco, Hillsboro,  
Changing Demographics 
Spurred a New Initiative 

By Dianna Westen, Northwest Region Reporter 

We all know that children are our future. 
We hear that all the time from the schools, the 
government, and yes, our churches. But how do 
we translate that noble statement into action? 

At Orenco, Hillsboro, the pandemic    
revealed the gaps between what children need 
and some families’ ability to fill those needs. 
During that time, the church’s existing missions 
were examined, and a new unified one to help 
support a growing population of young families 
emerged. 

Also, the growth of Intel and Orenco’s 
transformation from a small farming town to a rapidly growing community around the Max station led to 
significantly changed demographics. Pastor Mark Rainey notes that within one mile of his church, there 
are more than 11,000 individuals aged 40 and under, and within three miles, there are 70,000 in that age 
group. 

Orenco’s Children’s Initiative embraces children, teens, and parents of all ages. As a faith     
community, the Orenco congregation believes that we were created not only to have a relationship with 
God, our Creator, but also with one another.  

“Our children’s ministries look much different now than they did pre-COVID and represent a   
fundamental shift in how we support our community,” says pastor Mark. “Children need fun opportuni-
ties, healthy relationships, safe surroundings, and invitations to fellowship and a sense of belonging. In 
the future, children and families will need structure and continuity. It is Orenco’s intent for this    
opportunity that began in response to the pandemic to continue.” 

The initiative began during COVID when masks were still required for public gatherings. The 
congregation’s youth accomplished some porch and ramp building for a couple of the church’s     
neighbors. They were coached by a group of older adults lovingly referred to as the “Grumpy Grandpas.” 

This modest beginning was followed by restarting the Orenco preschool, which now has 30    
children enrolled. At the same time, new children’s groups were launched – a youth group for middle and 
high schoolers, “Plus Journey” for third to sixth graders, and a “Tuesday Night Blast” (pre-k through fifth 
grade). 

This summer, Orenco is offering three block parties for the neighborhood. These events are a huge 
success, with 700 to 1000 people attending. Besides free hot dogs, bounce houses, food trucks and     
Disney-themed parties, the idea is also to let families know about Orenco’s participation opportunities for 
their children. 

In September, “Girls of Grace,” a group for fifth through seventh-grade girls, will offer a cooking 
class once a month on Sundays. Other plans include STEM (science, technology, engineering, and   
mathematics) classes, that Jenny Schatz, Orenco’s youth director, will conduct. Some other programs and 
classes that Orenco is exploring include basic Christianity, academic tutoring, financial advising, anti-
bullying, healthy eating workshops, and parenting workshops. 

Pastor Mark summarizes, “I pray the Holy Spirit will guide us through this transition.” 

Sounds like Orenco is living up to its vision: “We joyfully serve Jesus and our community." 

Orenco reaching out to the 

neighborhood children 
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Guns to Gardens in Bend 
By Dennis A. Smith., Central Region Reporter 

At First, Bend, according to Head of Staff Pastor Steven Koski, they seek to practice a “spacious 
Christianity” that celebrates diversity and inclusion. They are committed “to the complexity of community, to 
the paradox of both/and, to the transformation of soul, mind, and body, and to the flourishing of a just and 
whole earth.” 

I spoke with Connie Heath, a member of Session, and to Brenda Simpson, Coordinator of Justice and 
Mission, about what this looks like in practice. 

Connie remembered how their church responded to a mass shooting at their local Safeway that had 
taken place in August, 2022. As in so many communities that have experienced similar tragedies, people in 
Bend began to voice fear, anxiety, frustration – and a sense of powerlessness to address the omnipresence of 
deadly weapons in US society. 

With the encouragement of Kally Elliott, Pastor for Spirituality, Community Life, and Pastoral Care, 
the Peace and Justice Committee reached out to the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship (PPF) for an action plan. 
They also reached out to Antioch Church, a like-minded neighboring congregation. Over the years, First-
Bend has learned the importance of working with partners to address problems. 

PPF offered them an innovative community training and 
action program called "Guns to Gardens". In four sessions, the 
program guides participants through an innovative process that 
culminates in physically dismantling unwanted firearms and 
forging the pieces into garden tools. 

Members of the community bring unwanted weapons to 
the program site, they are received by a trained expert who     
confirms the type of weapon and assures it is not loaded. Other 
members of the team use appropriate tools to dismantle the guns 
in view of the owners. Because these loose pieces of metal are no 
longer a weapon, no transfer of title is required. 

In late 2023, the committee recommended that First-
Bend, together with Antioch Church, implement this program in 
Bend. Session approved. 

During Lent, 2024, the committee led a Lenten Supper 
book study on Beating Guns: Hope for People Who Are Weary of Violence to generate interest in the          
program. Dozens participated. 

The first Guns to Gardens event in Bend was held at Antioch Church in April, 2024, with active     
participation by both churches. First-Bend hopes to host a repeat event next Spring.  Local police, elected  
officials, and the press attended the event. 

“We found,” observed Connie, “that Guns to Gardens provided a valuable service to neighbors –    
including members of our church - who have guns they no longer want in their home, nor do they want to sell 
them out of concern that the buyer might not use them responsibly. 

“At this event, we dismantled 48 guns, including an Uzi! Everybody I talked to was so thankful that 
we provided this way to rid their homes of guns they really didn’t want. It was like a weight was lifted from 
their shoulders. 

“It’s especially important that we sponsor Guns to Gardens jointly with Antioch because we are from 
different traditions. Together we can proclaim to the community that we are working to eliminate gun  

Continued on page eight 

Return to Index 

From guns to garden tools at First – Bend 

https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence-prevention#guns-to-gardens
https://www.amazon.com/Beating-Guns-People-Weary-Violence-ebook/dp/B07F3M3J9T/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YHG6ENP8HOQT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mfcgLMXC8ylxMIbuTbQyt0lruJ1wVq3rm6YvVyUl_QXGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.jJnTgtJDZxpMPANMF16O-RBL_GEMkhUDkdWcFUNzT2U&dib_tag=se&keywords=beati


8 

Continued from page seven 

violence. We were thankful to receive money from the Peacemaking Offering for the grinders, saws, and   
other tools needed”. 

While talking to folks in Bend, I caught up with a longtime friend, Rev. 
Lorraine Stuart. Lorraine had visited me in Guatemala back in 1979 where I was 
serving as a PCUSA mission worker. Now retired, Lorraine continues to offer  
spiritual direction and prayer ministry at First, Bend.   She commented: “This   
congregation is very active in ministries of compassion and justice. My personal 
passion has been to help people understand the connection between one’s spiritual 
growth and outreach to the larger community. In our troubled times there is       
increased interest in the spiritual life. So many of us are understanding that, with-
out those inner resources, we feel powerless before all that is happening in our 
world.” 

As we chatted, I noted how, in my conversations with leaders at First-
Bend, the presence of an unwanted firearm in the home, far from fostering a 
sense of security, spawned insecurity and fear. Hearing the testimonies of Guns to Gardens participants made 
me think that, by acting to replace fear with love and solidarity, a kind of exorcism was being offered to    
participants. 

Lorraine concluded: “I think the Guns to Gardens program is a wonderful way for people to take a 
first step into a justice-oriented project. It’s certainly a risk for many who haven’t previously taken a public 
stand on a justice issue. But I think, without risk, our hearts aren’t stretched to include even more of God’s 
love. That is the heart of spiritual formation.” 

Return to Index 

Rev. Lorraine Stuart 

New Pastors: 
• The Rev. Susan Tindall will be the new pastor at Valley Community, Portland

Pastoral Changes: 
• The Rev. Conley Zomermaand is now serving at Lake Grove, Lake Oswego

Retirements: 
• Robin Garvin finished her interim at Valley Community, Portland, and will retire & be

honored at the November stated meeting 
Memoria: 

• The Rev. Robert Groves passed away March 22, 2023  (Date correct: Our office was
recently informed) 

• The Rev. David P. McDaniels passed away on March 30, 2024.
• The Rev. Dean Klarr passed away on June 24, 2024
• The Rev. Peter Hutton passed away on July 5, 2024.
• The Rev. Delbert McAmis passed away on July 7, 2024
• The Rev. Sayer (Skip) Strauch passed away on July 9, 2024.
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      News Briefs 
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Cascades Welcomes New Staff Member 
In July, Cascades Presbytery welcomed Rev. Danny Peters as our new Com-

munications Manager. Danny has been a minister member of the presbytery since 

2018. Alongside his role with Cascades, Danny serves as a hospital chaplain in the 

Portland Metro Area. He is excited for this new role and looks forward to the oppor-

tunity to help tell the story of what God is doing across the presbytery. 

If you want to connect with Danny or if you would like something included in 

presbytery communications, he can be reached at communications@potc.org.     

October 5 - Menucha offers “Blues at the Grange.”  Get ready for an unforgettable night of music at 

Blues at the Grange! Join us at Grange Hall #267 in Corbett for an evening of soulful blues featuring an 

incredible lineup of artists: Hubby Jenkins, Pat Donohue, Mary Flower, and Sam Broussard. Doors open at 

6:30 pm, with the concert starting at 7:00 pm. Tickets are just $20 for adults, $10 for Grange members, and 

only $5 for youth aged 13-17, with kids 12 and under free! Secure your tickets online now or at the door, 

and come experience the heart and soul of the blues in a cozy, intimate setting. 

October 14-17 - Menucha offers “Sumi-e Practice: Fall Still Life.”  Registration still open here.  Im-

merse yourself in the timeless art of Sumi-e with our upcoming workshop, led by renowned artist Nancy 

Smith Klos. Over three enriching days, you'll delve into the technical mastery of ink, brushwork, and Fall 

Still Life compositions, gaining a deep understanding of traditional techniques. This workshop offers a 

unique blend of artistic skill-building and creative exploration, from hands-on practice with gourds,  

pinecones, and fall foliage to creating your own still life.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

In Person - Stated Presbytery Meeting 

Date: November 1-2, 2024 

Location: In-Person at First Presbyterian Church of Ashland, OR 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION  

INTERESTED IN LEADING A PRE-PRESBYTERY WORKSHOP? 

Do you have a particular passion or area of interest you would like to share with the Presbytery? If so, 

we would love to connect with you! Our team is actively seeking individuals or groups to lead a         

pre-presbytery workshops at the November Stated Meeting. Please reach out to Stated Clerk Paul 

Belz-Templeman (statedclerk@potc.org) if you are interested. 

mailto:communications@potc.org
https://menucha.org/tickets
https://menucha.org/programs/sumi-e-practice-fall-still-life
mailto:statedclerk@potc.org
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Do you have a book, a Bible Study, a re-

source that has helped you in your minis-

try?  Please share.  Send to editor,  

Kathleen Waugh at  

kwaugh8@outlook.com  

Resources help  
Ministry and Mission 

Return to Index 

Tending the Wild Garden: 
Growing in the Fruit of the Spirit 

By Eugenia Anne Gamble 
 The apostle Paul paints a 
beautiful picture when he describes 

the fruit of the Spirit, but all too    
often we reduce this list of virtues 
into a checklist of attributes to     

pursue and strive for. Pastor and   
author Eugenia Gamble contends that this under-
standing is backwards. The Holy Spirit is the One 

who grows and develops those attributes within us as 
we pursue our relationship with God. By tending that 
relationship, the virtues of God develop and blossom 

as a fruit grows on a well-tended tree. 
 Tending the Wild Garden explores the true 
meaning behind each of the virtues in Paul’s list, 

guiding us to discover anew what it means to be a 
deeply loved child of God indwelt by God’s Spirit. 
Gamble helps us to move beyond the checklist    

mentality of traditional understandings of the fruit of 
the Spirit, to cultivate our relationship with God, and 
to uproot the "weeds" that could threaten the flourish-

ing of the fruit in our lives. Let the fruit of the Spirit 
be more than just words on a page—they’re the     
living expressions of God’s love within you. Dare to 

cultivate a life overflowing with love, joy, peace, and 
so much more 
 Daily Devotions and Questions for insightful 

discussion are included for personal and group use.  
Click here for more information. 

 

Near the Exit: 
Travels with the Not-So-Grim Reaper 
Lori Erickson 

 After her brother died            
unexpectedly and her mother moved 
into a dementia-care facility, spiritual 

travel writer and Episcopal deacon Lori     
Erickson felt called to a new quest: to 

face death head on, with the eye of a tourist and the 

heart of one who is grieving and facing mortality. 
 Blending memoir, spirituality, and travel, 
Near the Exit examines how different cultures past 

and present have confronted and still confront death, 
from Egypt’s Valley of the Kings and Mayan       

temples, to a Colorado cremation pyre and Mexico’s 
Day of the Dead celebrations, to Maori settlements 

and tourist-destination graveyards. Erickson reflects 
on mortality—the ways we avoid it, the ways we 
cope with it, and the ways life is made more precious 

by accepting it—in places as far away and exotic as 
New Zealand and as close and "mundane" as the 
nursing home up the street. 

 Throughout her personal journey and her 
travels, Erickson helps us to see that one of the most 
life-affirming things we can do is to invite death 

along for the ride. 
 Perfect for book clubs! Download the  FREE 
Reader Guide: Questions and Topics for Discussion! 

Click here for more information. 
 
Building Belonging: 

The Church's Call to Create Commu-
nity and House Our Neighbors 

John Cleghorn 
 In many neighborhoods,     
soaring  housing costs have created an 
alarming wave of instability, leaving 

congregations situated at the heart of 
communities grappling with housing insecurity.  
Simultaneously, societal divisions across ideologies, 

racial lines, class disparities, and diverse perspectives 
have eroded the fabric of these communities, leaving 
a void in shared connections. 

 Churches, amid declining membership, have 
an opportunity to provide a key role in these     
changing landscapes. In Building Belonging,   John       

Cleghorn shows how numerous congregations across 
the United States are leading the charge, embracing 
innovative approaches to ministry that leverage their 

resources to become havens of both welcome and 
shelter.  Click here for more information. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9jqmU447LAhXD7yYKHZYSC84QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.totsbots.com%2Fproduct-category%2Fwhats-new%2F&psig=AFQjCNGuQOCokIcWWXjOgDr86Mj9Ko5alQ&ust=1456347080908676
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Sunday, September 1 
 Donald Shaw, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2008 

 William Davis, granted HR status this day, 2013 and now serving at Lakeside. 

Monday, September 2 
 Charles Falconer, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 1999 

Tuesday, September 3 
 Michael Stuart, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2011 

 Richard Lang, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2012 

Wednesday, September 4 
 Peter Hutton, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 1991 

 The Rev. Greg Bolt started this day in 2022 at Salem First 

Thursday, September 5 
 Debbie Garber, Pastor at Springwater, Estacada 

Friday, September 6 
 David & Marta Ukropina, installed as Co-Pastors, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Eu-
gene, this day, 2015 

 The Rev. Elizabeth Winslea, ordained this day, 1998, serving as Pastor, Lincoln Street 
United Methodist Church, Portland 

Saturday, September 7 
 Lloyd "Buck" Tohill, commissioned this day, 2014, serving as Commissioned Ruling Elder, 
United Presbyterian Church, Reedsport 

 The Rev. Amanda Golbek started this day as Pastor of Mt. Tabor PC, Portland 

Sunday, September 8 
 Chris Dela Cruz, ordained April 2, 2017 

 James Moiso, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2008 

Monday, September 9 
 Jennifer Ackerman, Director, Lloyd John Ogilvie Institute. Also serves at Multnomah PC 

Tuesday, September 10 
 The Rev. Matthew Johnson, installed as Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, McMinnville, 
this day, 2014 

Wednesday, September 11 
 Constance Wilkerson, ordained this day, 1994 

 Hugh Anderson, ordained this day, 1977, now Honorably Retired 

 Theodore Buck, ordained this day, 1983. 

Thursday, September 12 
 Roger Newell, ordained this month, 1984. 

Friday, September 13 
 Pastor Jerry O'Neill serving at Pioneer PC, Warrenton 

              Continue on page 12 
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Saturday, September 14 
 Patricia and Thomas Campbell-Schmitt, granted Honorably Retired status this month in 2014 

Sunday, September 15 
 Joshua Rowley, installed as Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Vancouver, this day, 2013 

Monday, September 16 
 Sun Mook Jhee, retired in 2022 from Vancouver Korean PC 

Tuesday, September 17 
 Christy Polk, ordained this day, 2016, serving as Pastor, Oak Hills, Milwaukie 

Wednesday, September 18 
 Dean J. Kokjer, granted Honorably retired this month in 2012 

Thursday, September 19 
 David Dornack, Honorably Retired in 2020 and Parish Assoc. at First, Portland 

 Pioneer Presbyterian Church, Warrenton -- chartered this day, 1846 

Friday, September 20 
 Amy Delaney, ordained this day in 1998 

 Jennifer Butler, ordained this day, 1992 

Saturday, September 21 
 Aric Clark, ordained this day, 2008, serving as Pastor, United Methodist Church, Sherwood 

 Audrey Schindler, installed as Pastor, First PC, Portland, this day, 2014. Now Honorably Re-
tired. 

Sunday, September 22 
 First Presbyterian Church, Newport -- chartered this day, 1878 

 Lindsey Groves, ministering at Westminster, Portland 

Monday, September 23 
 Brenna Dykman, Assoc. Pastor at First, PDX 

 The Rev. Kelly Wadsworth, Pastor, Westminster PC, Salem 

Tuesday, September 24 
 Diane Bagues, ordained this day, 1989 

 First Presbyterian Church, Corvallis -- chartered this day, 1853 

Wednesday, September 25 
 Janice Reynolds, ordained this day in 2011 

 Michael Foster, ordained, 2003 

 Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, installed this day, 2017, as Pastor, St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, Portland 

Thursday, September 26 
 Rebecca Hazen, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2005 

Saturday, September 28 
 Donald Ludwig, ordained this date, 1997, serving as Supply Pastor, Southminster PC, Bea-
verton 

 Westminster Presbyterian Church, Eugene -- chartered this day, 1952 

Sunday, September 29 
 William Barlow, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2000 

                    Continued on page 13 
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Monday, September 30 
 Delbert McAmis, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2011 

 Robin Garvin, ordained this day, 1990 and now retired 

Tuesday, October 1 
 Linda Gebetsberger, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2013 

Wednesday, October 2 
 Timothy Winslea, ordained this day, 1994 

Thursday, October 3 
 Ken Hood, serving at Nestucca Valley PC, Pacific City 

Friday, October 4 
 Plymouth Presbyterian Church, St. Helens -- chartered this day, 1959 

Saturday, October 5 
 Margaret Mitsuyasu, Assoc. Pastor at First, Vancouver 

Sunday, October 6 
 Randy Lodjic, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2005 

Monday, October 7 
 Mark McIlraith, pastor and host of soma.digital, a Validated Ministry 

Tuesday, October 8 
 Jeffrey Bredeson, ordained this day, 1989 

 Jonathan Andres, ordained this day, 1989, serving as chaplain, Providence Health Services, 
Portland 

Wednesday, October 9 
 Beth and Gregg Neel, installed as co-pastors, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portland, this 
day, 2011 

Thursday, October 10 
 Carmen Goetschius, Supply Pastor at First PC, Portland 

Friday, October 11 
 Duane Brudevold, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2013 

Saturday, October 12 
 Lorne Bostwick, Honorably Retired in March, 2021 

Sunday, October 13 
 Matthew Gough, Member at Large, Ordained in 2004 

 Morgan Schmidt, Ordained this day in 2019. 

Monday, October 14 
 Permanent Judicial Commission, Presbytery of the Cascades 

Tuesday, October 15 
 Richard Wiggers, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2009 

Wednesday, October 16 
 Chris Montovino, installed as pastor, Cascades Presbyterian Church, Vancouver, this day, 2005 

Thursday, October 17 
 Robert Stone, [HR] installed as pastor, Community PC, Moro, this day, 1999, & now HR 
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Friday, October 18 
 Kenilworth Presbyterian Church, Portland -- chartered this day, 1908 

 Korean Presbyterian Church, Corvallis -- chartered this day, 1999 

 William DeLong, ordained this day, 1987, and now Honorably Retired 

Saturday, October 19 
 David Hutchinson, Honorably Retired, October, 2021 

Sunday, October 20 
 Carley Friesen, Honorably Retired in 2020 

 Paul Quackenbush, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2016 

Monday, October 21 
 Brandon Lewis, installed as pastor, United Presbyterian Church, Albany, this day, 2014 

 Carol Prichard, ordained this day, 2012. 

 Erik Huget, commissioned this day, 2012 and now serving at Eagle Creek PC. 

Tuesday, October 22 
 Mill City Presbyterian Church, Mill City -- chartered this day, 1894 

 Reedville Presbyterian Church, Aloha -- chartered this day, 1908 

 Sharon Edwards, ordained this day, 1989. 

Wednesday, October 23 
 Brian Reeves, ordained this day, 1988 

 First Presbyterian Church, Portland -- chartered this day, 1854 

Thursday, October 24 
 Danny Peters serving as Chaplain Resident at Providence Portland Medical Center 

Friday, October 25 
 Valley Community Presbyterian Church, Portland -- chartered this day, 1942 

Saturday, October 26 
 Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portland -- chartered this day, 1892 

Sunday, October 27 
 Columbia Presbyterian Church, Vancouver -- chartered this day, 1954 

 Dwayne Brown, ordained this day, 1985, serving as Chaplain, Veteran's Administration Hospital, 
Roseburg 

Monday, October 28 
 Karen Fortlander, ordained this day, 1990 

Tuesday, October 29 
 Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, West Linn -- chartered this day, 1961 

Wednesday, October 30 
 Richard Neese, granted Honorably Retired status this month, 2012 

Thursday, October 31 
 Eileen Parfrey, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2015 

 Roberts Anderson, granted Honorably Retired status this day, 2015 
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