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Urgent Update from  

Syria and Lebanon 
Rev. Dr. Elmarie Parker is the PC(USA) Regional Liaison for Iraq, 

Syria, and Lebanon, living, for the moment, in Salem. I caught up with 
Elmarie earlier this month to get an update on how recent events in Syria 
and Lebanon impact our 25 ecumenical partners in the region. Christian 
presence in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq, of course, goes back to New Testa-
ment times. Since the appearance of Islam in the seventh century, Chris-
tians in this region, usually in the minority, have shown the world how 
different religious traditions can live and work together respectfully and in 
peace.  

Reflecting on her ongoing conversations with partners, especially 
in Lebanon and Syria, Elmarie notes that most emphasize that they are 
tired. Syria has experienced civil war for more than a decade. Lebanon 
experienced an economic collapse in 2019, then the pandemic, then the Beirut port blast. Now they are expe-
riencing military action by Israeli forces, causing massive internal displacement, especially in the southern 
part of the country. 

Partners in both Lebanon and Syria note that now is a time of waiting. Commented Elmarie: “One of 
the challenges I experience is that the analysis I find here in the US goes on at a safe distance, but our friends 
and partners in the region are living this conflict. More than anything else, our mission partners ask for our 
continued prayers that a just peace can emerge from all this chaos.” 

Rev. Parker passed along a communique posted on December 8 by Rev. Joseph Kassab, General Sec-
retary for the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL). Here are a few key paragraphs to 
orient our prayerful support for these sisters and brothers: 

Today marks the beginning of a new chapter for Syrians, including Christians, as they aspire to build 
a Syria where all citizens—regardless of religion, denomination, or faith—enjoy safety and security. This 

vision encompasses a state that embodies freedom, democracy, and 
shared governance, with peaceful transitions of power, devoid of vio-
lence. It envisions a state grounded in justice and the rule of law, where 
all citizens are treated equally, irrespective of their affiliations. . . 
 Christians in Syria have always been advocates of peace and 
reconciliation. They refrained from engaging in violence during the 
years of conflict and were deeply troubled by the scenes of mutual 
bloodshed and violence that spanned 14 years. Their legacy is one of 
love and peace, which has sustained their presence for over 1,400 years 
alongside their Muslim compatriots. Power has never been their prima-
ry concern; rather, they have focused on their role and presence as 
agents of goodwill, serving as "salt and light" in a society they have 
been an integral part for more than two millennia. . .  
 For the full communique and for more information on how you 
can be in mission partnership with Syria and Lebanon, contact Elmarie 
Parker at eparker.rl.isli@gmail.com. You can find her mission newslet-
ters here  

 

Rev. Dr. Elmarie Parker 

mailto:eparker.rl.isli@gmail.com
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/world-mission/elmarie-parker
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May God’s Blessings 

touch you and yours 

                 throughout 2025! 
 

Presbytery Stated Meetings in  

January and March, 2025 
By Paul Belz-Templeman, Stated Clerk 

 

1. January Pre-Presbytery Workshop (January 13)  and Stated Meeting (January 29) 

           In addition to the Special meeting called for January 25, 2025 (see the article written by Brian Craker), 

the Presbytery will hold a PC(USA) Proposed Constitutional Amendments Pre-Presbytery Workshop from 

5:30-6:45 p.m., Monday, January 13, 2025 on Zoom and the January Stated Meeting on Zoom from 6 p.m. 

to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, January 29, 2025 (link will be posted in the Cascade Connections and on the web-

site). In addition to informational committee reports, proposed business at this meeting includes voting  on: 

•  three amendments to the PC(USA) Constitution 

• the examination of a candidate for ordination to Minister of the Word and Sacrament 

• whether to permit a congregation to call their stated supply pastor to an installed position 

• allocation of income from the sale of Colonial Heights 

• election of the treasurer 

 The Pre-Presbytery  Workshop will take place at 5:30 p.m. on January 13, on Zoom - (Link).   

 This is the opportunity to hear the pros and cons of each amendment from our General Assembly 

Commissioners and ask questions in preparation for the vote.  An information sheet on the proposed amend-

ments can be found here:  

  

2.  March 14-15 Stated Meeting, in-person at First Presbyterian Church, Portland 

 The Presbytery will hold its Spring Stated Meeting March 14-15, 2025, at First, Portland.  More de-

tails will follow later this winter. 

 

Omnibus  
Omnibus is published six times a year 
by the Presbytery of the Cascades for 
distribution to churches and individu-
als.  

Omnibus welcomes news and views of 
all the churches of Presbytery and all 
its readers. Send all communications 
to Kathleen Waugh, Omnibus editor, 
Presbytery of the Cascades, 245 S. 
Bancroft St., Suite D, Portland, OR 
97239-8526.   Email:  
kwaugh8@outlook.com    

Omnibus retains permission to modify 
submissions for clarity and space limi-
tations. The Presbytery 
“Communications and Technology 
Team” (CATT) is the editorial board. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741974921?pwd=U5Lidxq6bLbyFp2bBHkz4V8l4QW7rB.1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mnzxij44a2jdrhghy3jur/GA-Amendments-to-Constitution-for-January-2025-vote.pdf?rlkey=jzjmja6avg9fg2lu3zw89a75y&e=1&st=o33s61ix&dl=0
mailto:kwaugh8@outlook.com
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Special In-Person Presbytery Meeting:  

January 25, 2025 

When I stepped into this role as Transitional Executive Presbyter 
(TEP) in January 2024, I was immediately met with multiple conflict     
dynamics that were in play in various parts of our presbytery. While the 
most visible example came in the form of what many described as a 
“contentious” presbytery meeting on November 3, 2023, further conversa-
tions revealed multiple examples of conflict, mistrust, and unhealthy    
leadership dynamics in less public forms. One of my first action items as 
TEP was to approach the Rev. Dr. Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, the COM 
Lead for our Conflict Assessment and Reconciliation Team (CART) for their help. I believed that since 
CART is comprised of members with professional training in conflict mediation, they would be the 
best resource to assess the conflict dynamics in our presbytery and make honest recommendations for 
us.  

Thankfully CART took up the project, and during the Spring and Summer they conducted near-
ly four dozen interviews, focusing primarily (but not exclusively) on parties involved in the Presbyteri-
an Church of Laurelhurst Property Transfer to Future Generations Collaborative for the Barbie’s Vil-
lage project, as this was the most recent experience of public conflict for our presbytery. The team then 
spent considerable time assessing the data they had collected, examining recent events against histori-
cal, social, and organizational contexts, bringing clarity to conflict issues that were situational versus 
systemic. Lastly, CART finished their work with weeks of report writing and recommendations for our 
presbytery. Their report was presented to the Presbytery Leadership Council (PLC) in early October, 
and a final version of the report is nearing completion for release to the Presbytery. 

On Saturday, January 25, 2025, the CART Team will be presenting their findings to the presby-
tery in an in-person meeting at Savage Memorial, Portland from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A copy of 
the report will be made available to the presbytery at least one week ahead of time. This meeting will 
be an opportunity to receive and process the report as a community, as CART leads us in both large 
and small group discussions. One of the recommendations from CART was the engagement of a pro-
fessional mediator to assist with some specific conflict issues. The Rev. Jay Wittmeyer, from the Lom-
bard Mennonite Peace Center, has been hired by the PLC and will be on hand to share some initial edu-
cation and introduce the mediation process that specific groups and teams will be invited to participate 
in in the following month.  

We want to encourage all those impacted by the recent conflict in our presbytery to attend this 
meeting. Since the significant majority of those impacted and interviewed by CART reside in or near 
the Portland metro area, CART had requested that this in-person meeting be held in the city in order to 
garner the greatest participation possible. It is important to note that the sole purpose of this meeting is 
to receive the CART report, and no other business can be considered. (Our next stated meeting will be 
online, Wed. Jan. 29…see Paul Belz-Templeman’s article for more on that meeting). The meeting will 
not be live-streamed, although portions of this special meeting will be recorded and shared by CART at 
a later time. 

While conflict can be hard, I firmly believe that God works all things together for good, and that God 
desires to turn conflict into opportunities to deepen our relationships with God and with one another. So, I 
close with these words of encouragement from the CART Team: 

On the basis of the interviews we completed we have every reason to have hope for the future of 
the Presbytery of the Cascades. Even in the midst of conflict, presbyters expressed an abiding 
care for others and the work of the presbytery. We were reminded of the words in 1 Peter 4:8, 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 
sins.” (NRSV) 

 

  

 

  Candid Conversations 

     By  Rev. Dr. Brian Craker, Transitional Executive 

Return to Index 
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By Marilyn Howe, President of Board of Trustees,   

 Since joining the presbytery’s Trustees, I’ve gained a new 

appreciation for how God calls attention to things. Sometimes, it’s 

through numbers that just don’t add up. Sometimes, it comes 

through research on an issue. This summer, it came by a mouse.     

 Actually, it was lots of mice. Apparently, they held “mouse-

appaloosa” in the attic of the manse next to our church in Warm 

Springs. A contractor working to get the empty building in shape 

for human habitation discovered this and declared no more work 

could take place until the mouse mess was mitigated.  

 Of the 88 congregations in the presbytery, this is our presby-

tery’s only mission church.  When it was ‘planted’ on Oregon’s 

largest reservation for native people more than 150 years ago, our 

presbytery made a commitment to bring God’s love to that commu-

nity through this vessel, and it has been doing that ever since. For 

example, although the congregation is small, it still maintains the 

only food pantry on the reservation.  

 Defining what comes next is the responsibility of the congregation and the presbytery, guided by an 

Administrative Commission with members from each. The Trustees hadn’t been a part of this conversation 

until the mice were discovered. That drove the Administrative Commission and the Trustees’ Property Com-

mittee to meet. 

 We learned the manse is pivotal to the mission.  There is no way to employ a minister or a mission 

worker without providing housing. Their last pastor retired and left during the pandemic. In his decades in 

residence, he grew used to the house’s deficiencies, but the mice made sure we found them.  

 Less than a month after that meeting, three Trustees from the Property Management Committee, 

Chuck Missar, Larry Thornton, and Amy Clements, were at Warm Springs to examine the manse with the 

general contractor, worship with the congregation, and help figure out what to do.  

 They pulled in the expertise of Rev Mark Olson, the fourth member of the committee, and got to 

work.  They have the right skills and expertise to tackle this complicated task, and they are pursuing their 

mission joyfully.    

 However, the situation was redefined when someone asked, ‘So who do we give the keys to when 

it’s finished?’ That might be the real message the mice were sent to deliver.  Fixing a building is a straight-

forward task and we are blessed with exactly the right people to do it. Discerning what is next for the con-

gregation and our mission at Warm Springs is much more complicated.   

 If you attended the November presbytery meeting, you know our membership voted to support the 

manse project and our presbytery’s continued mission on the reservation.  At the January meeting, you will 

see details of a plan to follow through on that, which goes along with the liminal nature of this situation.  We 

need to listen for God’s voice in choosing the path ahead for this important mission and the congregation at 

Warm Springs.  I don’t want another message delivered via a mouse.   

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuxduR7o7LAhUJSiYKHeIdBPUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.istg-africatomorrow.com%2Fonline-publications.html&psig=AFQjCNEPghB5nrPTp004GQQEUfE7R04p9w&ust=14563503426191
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Rose City Park – a Church in Transition 
By Pat Berger, Northeast Region Reporter 

Rose City Park, Portland is a “church in transition,” according to Pastor Liz Leavitt.  But aren’t 

we all? Each church, says Leavitt, has different gifts and a different context. But if we can discern where 

those gifts meet that context, we can do fruitful ministry there. That’s what they’re trying to do at Rose 

City Park, Portland (RCPPC).  

One need identified in a recent mission study at RCPPC was for deepening spirituality and spiritu-

al practice. So the Adult Education team has taken on providing space for that kind of discipline and ex-

ploration. They hosted John Philip Newell for a weekend last February, to hear his perspective on the wis-

dom held by the Celtic Christian tradition. Those interested in contemplative prayer meet for silence and 

study on Monday nights via Zoom. A “Science and Faith” group gathers to discuss how new advances in 

science can inform our understanding of God, reality and our own experience. And once a quarter, an in-

tergenerational group of about 30 church members spends time in God’s creation on an all-church hike in 

one of the area’s many parks. 

Kids are kept busy and engaged with weekly Sunday 

School, kids choir, and a summer Kid Camp  The camp is a     

favorite week for young people and adults with games, arts, les-

sons, snacks.  The camp also includes a drama with Pastor Liz 

playing a different (not-very well disguised!) character each year.   

Youth group (grades 6-12) provides space for asking the 

“big questions” and supports each other in outside endeavors. (A 

group from church recently watched two RCPPC youth perform 

in “The Nutcracker“ with the Oregon Ballet Theatre.)   

Another passion project has been to connect with and sup-

port others in the community doing good work. This congregation has decided to be very intentional 

about increasing the usage of their building.  There are 12 ongoing building partners who run non-profits 

from their offices at Rose City Park: the Hollywood Farmers’ Market, the Blosser Center for Dyslexia, 

Sacred Flight (a music thanatology group), Playwrite Inc. (writing plays with at-risk youth), Puddletown 

Knitters, the Bach Cantata Choir…the list goes on.  

The church kitchen is now used extensively by Milk Crate Kitchen, a non-profit organization 

which gleans food and prepares for those who may not qualify for public assistance but who remain food 

insecure.  There is even a non-profit martial arts group that meets upstairs on Saturday if you want to join!  

This summer, the congregation worked with a handful of these in-house partners to put on Holly-

wood Fun Fest, a series of three free street fairs (supported by a grant from the Portland Bureau of Trans-

portation) for neighbors and local families to enjoy time together in the community.  At the closing of 

Northeast Forty-fourth Street, the community groups provided snacks, games, face-painting, entertain-

ment and a sense of ownership in the neighborhood. It was a fun fest, indeed, and a great chance to grow 

our network of care in the area. 

Pastor Liz has been at Rose City Park since 2021.  She moved here from a church in Hawaii and 
had previously served two churches in Eugene and a church in Massachusetts.  Best wishes for you and 
your people at Rose City Park as you continue your busy lives. 

Children and Adults share good times    

together 
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A Truly Collaborative  

Presbytery Meeting 
By Mike Hubbard, South Region Reporter 

As fewer churches have the resources to support an 

in-person presbytery meeting, November’s collaborative 

stated meeting at First, Ashland may serve as a model for 

future gatherings. Originally scheduled for First, Med-

ford, the location changed to Ashland when a water leak 

forced Medford’s Sarah Corson Childcare Center to relo-

cate in the church’s fellowship hall and adjoining rooms. 

Even before the change of venue there had been talk of 

having the five Rogue Valley churches—Bethany, 

Grants Pass; First, Central Point; First, Medford; 

First, Phoenix; and First, Ashland—work together on 

the meeting. 

At first glance, a good idea. However, most of 

Southern Oregon is rural; the next Presbyterian church is-

n’t “across town”, it’s in another town altogether. For in-

stance, it’s a little over 45 miles between Grants Pass and 

Ashland, making it a 90-mile round trip for those living in 

Grants Pass.  Still, a good idea is a good idea.  

On September 25, that good idea became a plan. Pastors Tom Berry, Dan Fowler, and Murray 

Richmond, along with ruling elders from all five Rogue Valley churches met at an outdoor eatery in 

Phoenix to hash out the details. Medford Ruling Elder, Evonne Hubbard, volunteered to serve as the 

group’s coordinator. Over the last 20 years, she has worshiped with all five congregations, served two 

terms on Commission on Ministry, South, and a term as South Region Vice Moderator. While the three 

ministers and presbytery staff planned the worship services, Hubbard was calling friends and acquaint-

ances to line up volunteers to help with registration, serving communion, providing snacks and bever-

ages, and serving Friday night’s dinner. 

The food for between-session breaks was provided by volunteer buyers, bakers, and makers 

from all five churches. It was bountiful in both quantity and variety, with a good balance of fresh fruits 

and veggies, pastries, and plenty of crackers, chips, and cheeses to balance the sweet stuff. The abun-

dant leftovers were sent home to several food ministries.  

Friday evening’s excellent dinner was provided by “Rogue Food Unites,” a local food ministry 

that grew out of food insecurities caused by wildfires and the COVID pandemic. Servers from the five 

churches had the three courses in front of the diners as quickly as any restaurant in the valley. An entire 

article could be written about Rogue Food Unites. To learn more about them, use this link.  

          Continued on page 7 

 

Carolyna Marshall and  

Rogue Food Unites Crew 

https://www.roguefoodunites.org/
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Of course, being a stated meeting meant doing the stated 

business of the presbytery. Thus, reports were given, motions 

were moved, debate ensued, and votes were taken. First-time 

Moderator Chris Murphy did an excellent job of maintaining or-

der and moving things along. Actual time mostly matched docket-

ed time. So what? We’ve been doing that much by Zoom. But 

Zoom can’t bring us together for hugs and handshakes, catching 

up with one another over a cup of coffee, or joining our voices as 

Pastor Dan led us through God Before Me at the beginning of 

each session. 

While taking a break from business, the commissioners 

were given an opportunity to celebrate local congregations as rep-

resentatives from the different churches talked about their minis-

tries. Without going into detail, it can be said that these five con-

gregations take the gospel seriously, especially when it comes to 

feeding the hungry. After two of Central Point’s elders finished 

speaking about their ministries, one of the newer members sang 

“What a friend we have in Jesus,“ rendering the second verse in 

Hawaiian. 

  During the meeting, all three ministers had an opportunity to preach. Medford’s Murray Richmond 

is retiring in January, so this was his last time to take part in a Cascades’ meeting. Friday night’s com-

munion was by intinction, with elders from the various churches conducting the service. 

When asked how many volunteers she had been able to recruit, Hubbard said somewhere between 

40 and 50. With presbytery volunteers, ministers, and church staff included, that number likely rose to 60 

or 70. Those numbers, plus the number of churches, separated by a considerable number of miles, made 

for a truly collaborative meeting. One that all who helped make it happen can be proud of. 
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Minda, Donna and Mona 

From Rogue Valley Congregations 

Correction 

 

In the article on page seven of the November/December 

Issue, this picture was mis-identified. 

Pictured are Susan Schroeder and Jennifer Martin, Pastor, 

Central Presbyterian Church. 
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 Menucha Invites Us to Gather in 
Community 

Let winter be the season when you allow the world to 
slow down. Amid the holidays' bustle, the moments we cher-
ish most are those we spend with others. Gathering in com-
munity—whether with family, friends, coworkers, or neigh-
bors—reminds us of the power of human interaction. 

Take this chance to pause the world that often pulls us 
in a thousand directions. Look for the community around you. 
Gatherings that involve sharing stories, laughter, and tradi-
tions nurture our spirits and remind us that we’re part of 
something greater than ourselves. 

At Menucha Retreat and Conference Center, we see 
this magic unfold all year long. The groups we serve come 
here for their purposeful work, to explore, learn, and reflect 
on nature’s beauty. There is an extra sparkle in the air when 
communities make the effort to gather. It’s a time when lights 
glow brighter, meals feel heartier, and every moment carries the warmth of the connection. 

As you plan for 2025, consider including gathering, gratitude, and community activities in your 
schedule. After all, every season can truly shine when you are in the company of others.   

Call our guest services coordinator directly at 971-393-2254 or click here to get help booking 
your group.   

One Great Hour of Sharing 
March 5-April 20, 2025 

Ending hunger, repairing after disas-

ters, and promoting the self-

development of all people. 

 Typically received during the sea-

son of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour 

of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hun-

ger through the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-

gram, promote development through the 

Presbyterian Committee on the Self-

Development of People, and assist in areas 

of disaster through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. All three programs work in different 

ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing 

community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, 

and hope. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MenuchaRetreatAndConferenceCenter/menuchareservationinquiry
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Do you have a book, a Bible Study, a re-

source that has helped you in your minis-

try?  Please share.  Send to editor,  

Kathleen Waugh at  

kwaugh8@outlook.com  

Resources help  
Ministry and Mission 

Return to Index 

 
Everyday Connections 
Reflections and Practices 
for Year C 
By Heidi Haverkamp 

 This volume pro-
vides a full fifty-two weeks 
of devotional material based 
on the Revised Common 
Lectionary for Year C. 
Drawing from the insightful 
Bible commentaries in the 
Connections series, each 
week also includes scriptur-
al and literary readings, lec-
tio divina, spiritual practic-
es, questions for journaling, 

and prayers. This resource has been crafted with mainline, 
lectionary preachers in mind, both to supplement their 
planning for the week and to feed their souls in the midst 
of the work of ministry. Individuals and small groups will 
find their faith deepened through regular contemplation 
and devotional insight.   For more information, click here. 

 

Grandpa's Window 
By Laura Gehl 
 

Spirituality and Practice's 
Best Books of 2023 
 Every window at 
the hospital faces dull, 
gray buildings—except 
the one in Grandpa’s 
room. 
 Grandpa can see 

the ocean every day! When Daria visits, she and 
Grandpa look out at the beach, hoping they will build 
sandcastles and fly kites together again. 
 This touching exploration of a child’s experi-
ence of loss offers an unexpected ending, encourag-
ing creativity and self-expression in the midst of 
grief. 
 Grandpa’s Window addresses the grieving 

process, both as a family member approaches the end 
of life as well as after death. The book includes a 
note for adults by Dr. Sharie Coombes 

(www.drsharie.com), child and family psychothera-
pist, about how to support children who are grieving 
the loss of a loved one. A discussion and activity 

guide for children, written by Laura Gehl, is availa-
ble at flyawaybooks.com/resources.  For more infor-

mation click here.   
 
Sabbath as Resistance, New 

Edition with Study Guide 
Saying No to the Culture of 

Now 
By Walter Brueggemann 
 In this new edition 

that includes a six-session 
study guide, popular author 
Walter Brueggemann writes 

that the Sabbath is not 
simply about keeping rules 
but rather about becoming a 

whole person and restoring 
a whole society. 

 Brueggemann calls out our 24/7 society of 

consumption, a society in which we live to achieve, 
accomplish, perform, and possess. We want more, 
own more, use more, eat more, and drink more. 
 Brueggemann shows readers how keeping the 

Sabbath allows us to break this restless cycle and fo-
cus on what is truly important: God, other people, all 
life. 

 Perfect for groups or self-reflection, Sabbath 
as Resistance offers a transformative vision of the 

wholeness God intends, giving world-weary Chris-
tians a glimpse of a more fulfilling and simpler life 
through Sabbath observance.   For more information, 

click here. 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9jqmU447LAhXD7yYKHZYSC84QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.totsbots.com%2Fproduct-category%2Fwhats-new%2F&psig=AFQjCNGuQOCokIcWWXjOgDr86Mj9Ko5alQ&ust=1456347080908676
mailto:kwaugh8@outlook.com
https://www.pcusastore.com/Author/Default.aspx?AuthorId=78195
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664264522/everyday-connections.aspx
https://www.flyawaybooks.com/resources
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/1947888404/grandpas-window.aspx?bCategory=PSCCV
https://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/Products/TC0176/sabbath-as-resistance.aspx

